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TethOOk by Kyl Timmer hEMEERER P - T4 T —

Vocabulary: We teach the most important vocabulary of that lesson.
Conversation: The students listen to a conversation. Students do not look at their books the first time. The teach-
ers ask the students comprehension questions to see what their level of understanding is. The stu-

dents listen and again while looking at their books.

Activity: In this part, the students drill the main grammar point. They are given 6-8 different situations.
Listen: The students do a variety of listening exercises to enforce what they have just learned.
Read: The students have pronunciation and reading practice.

For example, in Moving On (Junior 2 textbook) lesson 7,
the students read about the Pella Study Abroad Program.

Partner: The students practice with a partner. The teacher goes
around the class correcting mistakes.
Discuss: Students have a controlled discussion with the teacher

using the main point of the lesson. Students also do
small projects. For example, they plan a world tour and
create aTV commercial which they perform for the class.
Once the chapter is finished there is a short review test. The students
correct their own test.
In 1999 the textbooks had a very simple layout. The first edition of the
Junior 1 textbook had little color and only computer clipart. Now, in its
7th edition the layout is more professional and Akemi Shinohara, a
friend of mine, is the illustrator. There are some examples of her art on
this page. The students really like her art.
Now [ have written five textbooks. Junior 1, Junior 2, Junior 3, Senior 1
and Senior 2. The first three books have a workbook and a CD. The last
exercise of each chapter in the workbook is a listening exercise. The stu-
dents have to do this at home.
Here are some examples of lessons and activities that are included:
Junior 1 students learn about Halloween and Christmas.
Junior 2 students learn about their teachers. They study things like “Ms
Imada sings terribly”” This is a good way to get to know their teachers.
They plan a world tour and give a commercial to the class. They learn
about the history of Toyo Eiwa. Students create their own school and
present it to the class.
Junior 3 students design a room. They learn how to make a cheese cake.
Senior 1 students keep a diary. They will continue this for two years.
Senior 2 students have a murder mystery. Each student is a character
= and they have to dis-

& T

1. Activity & cover who the mur-
A: Who is this? derer is.
B: It's Mrs. Sato,
A: What daes she do? I am able to make
B: She's the principal of 0w
Tayn Eiwa Junior High School. Irevisions every year.

If there is something ki
that we feel doesn’t  Students learn how to cook Mr.Timmer's famous cheese cake.
work well for the

students we will take it out and create something new. In this
way, our books improve year by year. Sometimes the teachers
get tired of a lesson so we change it so we feel more motivated.
I think it’s very important for students to enjoy English. If they
don’t enjoy it, they won’t want to speak. We will all continue
to improve the textbooks and make English Conversation a
great experience for all the students.

o Ly
L&

2. What?

5. When? 6, Why? 7. When? 8, How many?

Stuclying about the history of Toyo Eiwa,

B Bl B No.46 06.11.01 0 7



The Making of the Toyo Eiwa Conversation

| esjatEE R Ry | BRI Y OF VRSESRIEER |

(il BIRoE > X HEREFEEZLLIELELIXLISBEENS, HWERNA Y OFIVOELFFHELRIE
EW%WH%H%@EMB%EUKLtamﬁmm®iﬂ#%%A%Xm:m;m%ﬁéoiﬁhﬁ
VWHEENOBERICHE I IREEZLRY ., TUZ I ERAREEEHERY IADE M,
DOFNWRASCIIONENEES I FET, HEEECHETIHEIELEHECEI LY, "r1¢
REREEELLFITLTIRA ST TCT, FENEDLA PO RORFTERR, FEPLE
SO SREM2EEHTHFA OGO CEMPRERECERAI R CLIEY, COHREBEER
LT ~—5fEle. HFREDEEHEEORE, ERCbREBKERF > TES S EYOIRE
[eDLIcELICcLIeREELR,

I had been teaching English for about nine years and I had never been completely satisfied with the textbooks I
used. The content was often not appropriate for my classes. | was always rather frustrated. I've always wanted to
write my own textbooks but it seemed like such a hard thing to do so I never did it. Then one day, at an English
Department meeting we discussed writing our own textbook. It still seemed a little scary but we decided to do it.
We started the textbook project in 1999. At first, the three native English teachers were involved but eventually I
did most of the writing. I was really enjoying it so I took over. I didn’t know very much about computer or writing
a textbook so it took a lot of time. [ basically learned from trial and error.

My goal was to only write one textbook for the Junior 1 students. 1 had no idea that I would write five textbooks. I
wanted the Junior 1 textbook to be fun and to relate to our students. Since Toyo Eiwa is a Christian school, we
incorporated Christian words and ideas into
the book. I also wanted our book to reflect
what they were studying in their grammar
classes so I went through the Junior 1 gram-
mar book and as much as possible followed
the grammar progression. All the books have
a similar structure. Here is an outline of the
Toyo Eiwa Conversation Textbook:

& T &

Ar What time will e Englich peppet

shenw gtan?
B W wilh start ot 10:20 s,

nversation
' o, 52 e g 1 gty

Vakas:  Hi, B Are o enfeing the piany
Ve, bt 't ol 22
il

it
Vokes s 2t o . Al b iy b
wactbing

it do
; D whart
Vb The Dhcmen s il ol i e
Chomill have 2
Rrvadon: Walthon b Bt?
Voo You ol bnof o, A
o b ey e’ et Wew e
th Astromsonty Chab, e At Club, the

Yukn: | wall stact 3t 1R 2. -_umm Lat's
aFd5am
Hrandea: cu. Soa you then,

These are the five books used from Junior1 to Senior?. M : et oo i b bt f o

Right: An example of a Junior2 lesson;talking about
Kaede Festival. -
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