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Mexican and American Students Experience Life at Toyo Eiwa

SEEFB_IC4AANS2RETAFY INSAFSOBEFE/NDS - TRAFUHEA. FEHEERD SERGEIET
PAUADSHILD PHREDEHTADI TN - ALV TP EA. EULTE—ICRFZAUADAUTFILZ7ND5S
YFUDGEREFED AT - D )bii—JEADHRT. PREEFEHRICTDHCEICEDR U,

BIUERICEXEDDTE SERAZF DEVNI T EEF,. FFRHOFFECE > TETCHEFLRBRIZLENE
9. ENEFBRENICEDNSDEEACHDODTVERT. BIDILHL, BoTLDLEECEYMF. BRcWLW.T

EFERDLEVSEEZESICDITIELLBDTY,

Jessica Garcia from America
My Name is Jessica Garcia and I have been going to Toyo Eiwa
Jogakuin High School for four weeks, I will be in Japan for 6
weeks. | am here not only because it is a great experience but
also because my uncle Mr. Garcia is an English teacher at Toyo
Eiwa. I am from Minnesota (USA) and | just graduated from
high school, four days before | came to Japan. When I get home
[ will be going to university. My flight to Japan was 12 hours. It
is the longest flight I've ever been on. I had jet lag the first cou-
ple days and I was really tired. 1 got here
on a Friday, then on Saturday |
went to school to get my uni-
form. I was really nervous
to go to school because |
do not know any Japanese
and because it is an all
girls’
school.

Rana Verhoog from America

Hiking up the seventy- two stairs to my
homeroom class in senior 1-4 with my host
mom, Mariko on the first day of school was
both exciting and nerve-racking for me at the

same time. [ wasn’t sure if in the short three
weeks I would be at Toyo Eiwa that [ could
make any actual friends or be able to have
fun with the girls. But as soon as I sat down
in my desk in the far left side of the class
room and the screaming girls began to pour in, I knew it was going
to be a good day! I got lots of attention, which I attribute to my
blonde hair and green eyes, and I was able to make many friends
really fast. For the next three weeks [ ate lunch with different girls
everyday and enjoyed helping them with their English, which to
my surprise was always very good! I made many friends, and I'm
really excited to go to all the places I’ve been invited to and start to
experience Japan in a new way. The teachers at Toyo Eiwa were
always very kind and I had a great time using hand signals to try
speaking with them. I'm sorry
if I slept in your class! I just
want to say thank you to
everyone who talked to me
and made me feel truly
accepted. I loved Toyo Eiwa
and I’'m going to miss you all.
Thank you for everything!
Love,

Rana Verhoog

Rana Verhoog

I say that because I hope to learn Japanese and in America girls
are not very nice to each other most of the time. | was expecting
all the girls to not like me or think I'm weird. Soon I found out
that all the girls at school were really nice and really excited to
talk to me. I was also expecting the school to be just like high
school at home, but it’s very different. Some things that are
really different are that we spend a lot of time in homeroom
also in general spend a lot more time at school. There are six
classes in a day and for my last year of high school 1 only had
three classes and we only have homeroom for 15 minutes and
it’s in the middle of the day. That’s only two things that are dif-
ferent. There are so many more things that are different but I
don’t know what I was really expecting. Japan is very different

from America. I really like Japan and I hope to come back and S
visit. | am making friends that I will try to keep in touch with.
This has been a lot of fun
and I have made memories h
here that [ will never forget.
=
hri
Paula Esquinca 9
from Mexico
[ chose to go on an intercul-
e ——

tural interchange in order to
learn lots of things, a new
language and a new culture,
so | decided to come to
Japan , because I really love
Japanese and I wanted to
speak it.

The experience of living in a completely different country
with a completely different people and culture is really a
big challenge but [ can say that everything has been going
well here, my host school Toyo Eiwa is so much fun, and
I have been learning a lot of Japanese in school, with my
friends. Sometimes I do not understand the way of talk-
ing, I am always asking “Why is this thing like this?” and

Paula Esquinca Jessica Garcia

it is really interesting the fact of learning a new language,
even though I
know two lan-
guages which
are Spanish and
English, | am
always discov-
ering new ways
of talking in
each one.
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