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& WJ_ Day5~6

On the fifth day, we went to

Kalona, where Armish live.

by Nozomi Fujii

Armish are the people who
have kept the traditional lives
without electricity, wearing
bright color. We visited the
Kalona Historical Museum
and ate Armish lunch. We
learned they can choose if they
want to be Armish or to have
normal lives, and that their

lives don’t differ from us so 7-3:
ML= TT

much.
The next day. we visited Goal High School in Knoxville, where
Mr. Timmer’s sister is working. There were students who can’t
go to ordinary school due to personal problems. I thought they
were strange before meeting them. But they didn’t have changes
between them and us. So, |
learned though almost every-
one has prejudice, it is really

important not to have preju-
dice when seeing people.
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\‘WJ Day6~8 by Joy Hosoda

Those 3 days were free days with my host family. I would like to
talk about Friday night. On Friday night after school, we went
roller skating. It was really strange to go roller skating, and I'm
sure for you, too. In Tokyo I've never seen a place to roller skate,
so | was so excited. We all wore our own skating shoes and skated
for about 2 hours. Even my host brother and my host parents, too.
It was so nice to see my host parents holding hands together and
skate. People were skating with singing together, and jumped up if
there were any chances to do. It was a big experience for me.
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i VJ Day9~13 by Hitomi Koide
We went to Pella Christian High School for four days. We went
there with our respective host sisters and attended the same class-
es as theirs. After classes, I waited for host mother to pick me up
and came home back. In my host family, there were three boys
and a little girl. I played with them board games, Japanese
Origami and so on, and saw various movies.

On the last day. school was over at noon in order to prepare for
Easter. To my surprise, each period was reduced to 19 minutes.
The next day, at six in the morning we gathered at the school. Of
course, it was still dark.

All host families also came there to see us off. After tearful
farewell, our bus started for the Des Moines Airport.
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\____v\_/\f Day1~3 by Moeko Ohta
On March 21, we gathered in Narita Airport. After we had a
chapel at the airport, we left Japan. On arriving at OHare Airport,
we left for the hotel and went out to have dinner. And then we
returned to the hotel.
The next day, we had a tour in Chicago. We visited the aquarium,
the museum and the popular art museum and there were many
popular pictures of
Gogh, Monet, and so
on. After we enjoyed

shopping, we visited
John Hancock Building
and saw the beautiful
sight there. We had a
lot of fun that day.
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The next day, we had to say good-bye to Chicago and got on the
airplane to Pella. We had a lot of expectation and a little nervous.
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\_W\J‘ Day3~4 by Risa Masuda

We arrived in Towa at Des
Moines Airport at noon, It
only took us about 45 min-
utes from Chicago to lowa.
After we arrived in Des
Moines, we went to the
State Capital Building. The
building was gorgeous. We
went to Mr. Timmer’s house

FAAIMBTEA > CAMNRBRE B, B at evening and had deli-

RERSEVE R cious dinner that his mother
cooked for us. Our host families picked us up at the Timmer’s,
and we all went to our host family’s house which we stayed for 10
days.

The next day, we had
a scavenger hunt, and
a windmill tour. We
all had very exciting
2 days learning about
Pella.

BHERANZOL-FNTT, 5
LHBROE~FICIR, A54
DINAEFHECECK-TVET

2010E7 X UHEHRS HiEE (3/21~4/3)
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Day 5 | Kalona 5 5 bl B
= o : PP ECEI)
Day 6 | _VISII to Goal High School in Knoxville _E_ﬁf—ttiiﬁ
Day 7 =
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Day 8 e
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Day 10 = : et
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Day 12
Moines o Napien | ZET 28 LY
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Sasha Shimazu

| graduated from San Diego State University with a B.A. in International Business in
2009, and am now a Peace Corps Volunteer in Ukraine. During my third year in university,
| studied abroad at Toyo Eiwa University, and was in the Department of Social Sciences.
During my time at Toyo Eiwa University, | interned at the Diet, saw sumo wrestling,
watched a kabuki, and overall had a wonderful experience. Studying at Toyo Eiwa
University made me see the importance of living in a different country, and | am happy to
have had the experience through Toyo Eiwa before moving here to Ukraine.

students here, I am exposing them to both American and
Japanese cultures. Though my community knows that I am from
America, they seem more interested in Japan. My students loved
it when I showed them a picture of me wearing a yukata for tan-
abata!

Now, I am living in a small town called Bohodukiv in Eastern
Ukraine. I teach English to students from 5th grade to 11th
grade. | have now lived in Ukraine for 6 months, and I under-
stand the language pretty well. Every day is interesting, and [ am
always learning something new. I'm also learning a different
lifestyle: a lifestyle without a TV, internet, or a washing
machine; a lifestyle where | heat my water on the stove for my
bucket bath; a lifestyle where I buy my groceries at a bazaar (not
a supermarket): a lifestyle where my monthly living allowance
is $150. I somehow lived through the -25°C weather, when the
insides of my nose froze and I had tears from the cold. I have
learned to wash the poop off my eggs before | use them, and to
soak my carrots so the mud comes off. I have experienced
Ukrainian holidays and traditions. I am lucky to be exposed to
this culture, and I am working toward my goal of becoming a

more global person.
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I studied at Toyo Eiwa University for one year, from August
2007 until July 2008. Though I had visited Japan many times in
the past (my mothers family lives in Okinawa), I have never
actually lived in Japan. I thought I knew Japan and Japanese life,
but my year living in Yokohama and attending Toyo Eiwa
University showed me how wrong | was. This showed me how
important it is to stay through all four seasons, to celebrate the
different holidays throughout the year, and to experience every-
thing in order to begin to understand another country. A person
can visit many times, but only after spending a full year there

can one begin to comprehend its citizens.

The first thing I learned is how Japanese universities work. In
America, we do not have “zemi” classes, and I had no idea how
to choose a “zemi” teacher. To be honest, my mother chose for
me, and Professor Masuda was very kind to accept me as his
student. Through the many “zemi kompas™ 1 learned the impor-
tance of spending time with people outside of a professional set-
ting. Now, living in Ukraine, | always go to different events and
try to create meaningful relationships outside of school as well.

I am very grateful for the places I have gone and the cultural
experiences | have had through the Center for International
Programs. | saw sumo wrestling, watched a kabuki and a bun-
raku, made “otedama”, participated in a tea ceremony. Because
I have seen these things, 1 am prepared to answer questions

about Japan. By sharing my experience living in Japan with the
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