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Actually, I have wracked* my mind and heart for what I ought to say to you today. I have asked
myself what I wish I had known at my own graduation, and what important lessons I have
learned in the 21 years that have expired between that day and this.

I have come up with two answers. On this wonderful day when we are gathered together to
celebrate your academic success, I have decided to talk to you about the benefits of failure. And
as you stand on the threshold of what is sometimes called ‘real life’, I want to extol* the crucial
importance of imagination.
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(4 : 'The Fringe Benefits of Failure, and the Importance of Imagination' —Text of J.K.
Rowling’s speech | The Harvard Gazette)
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If you choose to use your status and influence to raise your voice on behalf of those who have
no voice; if you choose to identify not only with the powerful, but with the powerless; if you
retain the ability to imagine yourself into the lives of those who do not have your advantages,
then it will not only be your proud families who celebrate your existence, but thousands and
millions of people whose reality you have helped change. We do not need magic to change the
world, we carry all the power we need inside ourselves already: we have the power to imagine
better.

(8 : '"The Fringe Benefits of Failure, and the Importance of Imagination' —Text of J.K.
Rowling’s speech | The Harvard Gazette)
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