Making waves around the World

Have you ever seen the three monkeys’ sculptures on the wall of Toshogu in Nikko ? It’s famous for, “Not
seeing, not hearing, not saying,“ but I can’t do that anymore. A scream from within the earth reaches my
ears and bangs in my head. War, extreme weather, wildfire, climate change, disease, hunger, migration and
poverty - the world's problems have become harsh and cruel. If we become deaf, blind and lose our voice to
the world, what kind of future will we have? We need to face the problems. I recycle, save energy, donate
money, and buy eco products, but I know this is not nearly enough to save our planet as the challenging
global issues are overwhelming for just one student like me. The world's great leaders are not doing enough
and how can someone like me tackle them? That was how I felt until I met Greta Thunberg, a teenage

environmental activist.

Greta is a Swedish student who went on a school strike by herself every Friday to protest about the climate
crisis. She influenced the younger generation globally to speak up for the change in climate policy and in

doing so, gave me a new lens through which to see the world. Now it's my turn to take action!

To start with, I needed to find out about the international organizations that are dealing with global issues.
Fortunately, Eiwa has a Mogi Kokuren Club, which models itself on the United Nations, that I was able to
join because I thought it would be a great opportunity to get more insight into global problems and the U.N.
Through this I've learned about the research and study of global issues, power balance of international
relations and experienced an example of a diplomatic decision-making process. Through Mogikokuren, I
came to realize how difficult it is to get a group of people to agree on any matter, which gave me an
understanding of the complexities of persuasion and international negotiations. Keeping an open mind is
essential to successful negotiation because the problems are so complicated, especially with every country

having their own different issues and agenda.

I then went on to become a member of the English Debate Club to improve my persuasion techniques.
Debating trains me in many ways, to think critically, to analyze the facts precisely and state opinions

logically. I've learned a lot from the club and it has been equipping me to become a better problem solver.

What I am doing to protect the future of the planet today amounts to virtually nothing, just like an isolated
flutter of a single butterfly wing, but I will continue to think and act on global issues, hoping to see the
world become a better place for every living creature. No matter what I choose for my career, I will always
see myself as a global citizen because the choices I make can affect the rest of the world. It's my job,
individually or collectively, to take good care of our home, planet earth. I believe that if we never give up
and face the necessary challenges ahead, as human beings working together, we have extraordinary power
to make the vital changes that could lead us to a sustainable victory. Collectively, butterflies can make

waves around the world.

Thank you.
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