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MISS BLACKMORE AND THE ROGERS FAMILY

My parents first met Miss Blackmore in 1926 when they
went as a newly married couple to the harbour town of
Yarmouth, Nova Scotia. My father became minister of

Central United Church there.

My mother was a very young bride, not much older than
Miss Blackmore's former students at Toyo Eiwa. Miss
Blackmore had recently retired and had come to live in
Yarmouth. She attended Central United Church and
supported Mother most kindly. The young bride was
now far away from her parents and her siblings who
lived in western Canada. Mother told me how much she
appreciated Miss Blackmore and how she felt that Miss
Blackmore understood how the young minister's wife
must be feeling in such circumstances. This led to a very
happy life in Yarmouth. Miss Blackmore's advice and

friendship meant a great deal to Mother.

During the next few years my sister and I, followed by
our brother, were born. Miss Blackmore continued to be
interested in and very kind to our family. The first gift
I remember coming from another country was a beauti-
ful Japanese doll, dressed in 2 beautiful kimono. In our
home there was also traditional Japanese cloth, dyed in
bright colours. I was happy to leave a piece at Toyo Eiwa

when I retired and 1 have a table cloth which I treasure.

Miss Blackmore was active in the church. There was co-
operation with my father and the members of the

church.

The town was small with a population of only a few
thousand people, so everybody knew each other. They
enjoyed not only church but social functions as well.

After several years my father accepted an invitation to

QW @7"’”

Daphne Rogers

become minister in an-
other town, so we did
not see Miss Blackmore
much but there were
always happy memo-
ries of the days in
Yarmouth.
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(Isabella Slade Blackmore)
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