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When T heard that the property at 'Toriizaka nibanchi' had
been sold and that the buildings there were being demolished this
summer, my first feeling was one of sadness. The senkyoshikan had
been my home for many years, and as I thought of it, memories came
flooding over me.

I remember especially the day when I arrived in Japan —
September 5th, 1936. I was on the Empress of Canada with Miss
Douglas, who was returning to Japan after her first furlough.
Miss Courtice met us at Yokohama and brought us to Tokyo and to
nibanchi by taxi. I was given the small south-east corner room
on the third floor, overlooking the garden which, T was told, had
been so planned that some tree or flower would be blooming in
every season. (One was the old plum tree, to which, it was said,
someone connected with the 47 Ronin had once tied his horse.)

In a few days I started language study, also some teaching at
Toyo Eiwa High School, where Miss Hamilton was then principal. T
attended classes in the morning, and studied in my room most
afternoons. I can close my eyes now and imagine I am there, feel
the warm, bright September sun pouring through the windows and
hear the sound of the semi in the garden. What busy, happy days
they were, as I experienced the excitement of entering into the
life of Japan!

Many other memories come crowding into my mind. One very
special one was my return to Japan and to the senkyoshikan in 1948,
after the War. How grateful I was to be able to renew old friend-
ships and to make new ones!

So the busy weeks and years passed quickly. My senkyoshikan
memories include our morning worship together, Bible Study and
English groups, Christmas parties, Mission meetings, broken water
pipes, and a broken arm! Yes, the senkyoshikan at nibanchi was my
home and the home of Canadian missionaries for many years, and
even when it no longer exists physically I feel that in my heart
it will always be home to me.

Bt O Mildred E. Matthewson.
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