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Reverence and Service Lives On

 “Reverence and Service.” 
This is the school motto of Toyo 
Eiwa. Our school Motto was 
officially adopted in 1928, and 
ever since, our school has striven 
to live by this motto and the 
values it represents. “Reverence 
and Service” is a motto which 
is concerned with the founding 
educat ional  purpose of  our 
school. What does it mean by 
“Reverence and Service”?

Toyo Eiwa's guiding principle 
of “Reverence and Service” 
is directly related to our way 
of thinking about Christianity. 
Toyo Eiwa was establ ished 
and developed by the Woman's 
Miss iona ry  Soc ie ty  o f  the 
Methodist Church of Canada 
(currently the United Church 
o f  C a n a d a ) .  T h e  f o u n d e r s 
believed it was important to 
nurture the spirit of Christianity 
t h a t  To y o  E i w a  h a s  b e e n 
passing on to students since 
its foundation. Through daily 
prayers, Toyo Eiwa encourages 
compassionate and kind people 
whose thinking and actions are 
compatible with the teachings 
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Its sound overwhelms everyone.

of the Bible. Furthermore, Toyo 
Eiwa provides Bible classes 
and Diaconia (Ecclesiastics) 
activities to cultivate “Reverence 
and Service” more deeply. Our 
Diaconia activity is a program for 
the students to learn more about 
how to support the disabled or 
differently abled by experiencing 
what it is like to have a disability. 
According to Tomoyasu Ishizawa, 
the principle of Toyo Eiwa Junior 
high school, “The students of Toyo 
Eiwa spend a school life leisurely 
every day. Students are also 
raised in the spirit of respecting 
others, and being positive about 
their own life. Also, Toyo Eiwa 
educates students who serve 
their society with compassion 
and understanding.” Hence, 
Toyo Eiwa has sent its students 
all over the world. They all have 
a mission of “Reverence and 
Service” to God, to our school, to 
our community, and to the entire 
world. Students acquire Christian 
values and education which 
are modern, cosmopolitan, and 
global.

Margaret  Craig Hall ,  the 

main chapel at Toyo Eiwa, is 
also deeply involved with Toyo 
Eiwa’s mission. We hold worship 
t he r e  eve ry  morn ing .  O ne 
indispensable feature of this hall 
is the pipe organ that provides 
music for the singing of hymns 
during church service. The organ 
has great tonal variation and 
greatly contributes to the sense 
of occasion that our daily prayers 
engender. The pipe organ at Toyo 
Eiwa is the biggest among junior 
high and senior high schools in 
Japan. 

In 1933, when one of our 
teachers Margaret Craig passed 
away, the Woman's Missionary 
S o c i e t y  o f  t h e  M e t h o d i s t 
Church of Canada praised her 
achievements by presenting a 
donation to our school and the 
Margaret Craig hall was built 
with the proceeds from that 
donation. Margaret Craig Hall 
is used every morning for our 
worship, for assemblies and for 
many other social events.

Kazuo Kohno is known to 
be one of the best organists in 
Japan. He has played the piano 
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since he was young, and started 
playing the pipe organ when he 
was a senior in high school. Now, 
as well as being a Christian, he 
comes to Toyo Eiwa to play at 
our worship twice a week. He 
says that the structure of New 
Margaret Craig Hall is ideal 
for playing the organ, and that 
the organ in the hall has the 
characteristics of South German 
and French organs, which means 
that it produces a soft sound.
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bye and love.”

Risa: “Thank you for the great 
interview.”

This piece was the first piece that 
Ms. Kitami played at the main 
auditorium at Toyo Eiwa.

Ms. Kitami also says, “No 
matter what happens in practice, we 
can try to keep on imagining how 
we can improve and sound better.”

If the members of the club 
get into an argument because 
of a divergence of opinion, it 
could weaken their playing. As 
a leader, Ms. Kitami has to get 
everyone to work together as one 
team and try to play skillfully. 
The stress she feels is apparent, 
but her sense of accomplishment 
more than makes up for this.

A l l  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e 
handbell club keep in mind the 
importance of playing well in 
a technical sense, but also how 
much their creativity influences 
the audience. This is the key of 
their wonderful performance.

The re  a r e  many  fo re ign 
teachers at Toyo Eiwa. Jason 
Tabudlo from Hawaii is one of 
them. Four Toyo Eiwa students 
interviewed him in order to know 
him more and to be taught what  
are the differences between Japan 
and Hawaii.

Chiaki: “When did you come to 
Japan?”

Jason: “I came here on the 14th 
July, 2002.”

Hinano: “Why did you come to 
Japan?”

Jason: “Because my wife is 
Japanese.”

The handbell club at Toyo 
Eiwa is a traditional club which is 
made up of sixty-seven students.

The handbell is an instrument 
that was first introduced in a 
church in England about 400 
years ago. The handbell is brass 
and is complicated to operate 
because the players need to 
synchronize their timing. One 
characteristic of the handbell 
performance is that they must 
perform in perfect synchronicity 
with a large number of people. 
Therefore ,  they  need sol id 
teamwork.

The handbell club at Toyo 
Eiwa mainly plays to the public, 

Megumi: “How long have you 
been working at Toyo Eiwa?”

Jason: “I’ve been working here 
for 9 years.”

Risa: “What is your hobby?”

Jason: “My hobby is muscle 
training.”

Chiaki: “What is the difference 
between Japan and Hawaii?”

Jason: “The main differences are 
climate, rice, sea, and food. The 
climate in Hawaii is better than 
in Japan. Rice is tasteless and flat 
in Hawaii but Japanese rice is 
delicious.

for example, at school festivals 
and in the Tohoku area for 
restoration support of the Great 
East Japan Earthquake. They 
play not only classical music, but 
also Disney songs and J-POP.

Toyo Eiwa’s handbell club 
played at the Snoopy Museum’s 
Chr i s tmas  se rv ice  on  24 th 
November  in  2016 .  In  the 
Snoopy  Museum,  which  i s 
nearby Toyo Eiwa, there is an 
exhibition, cafeteria and gift shop 
about Snoopy and the comic 
book Peanuts. Snoopy is popular 
among people all over the world. 
Thus, the Snoopy Museum in 
Tokyo receives many visitors 

The sea in Hawaii is much more 
beautiful than that in Japan. We 
can buy many kinds of food 
cheaply in Hawaii.”

Hinano: “What is your favorite 
thing about Japan?”

Jason: “It is public transport and 
especially the convenience of 
Japanese trains.

People in Japan are kind and 
polite.”

Megumi: “What is your favorite 
thing about Hawaii?”

Jason: “Everything. Aloha means 
three things. It is Hello, Good-

from Japan and other countries. 
Playing at such a great place was 
a fantastic opportunity for Toyo 
Eiwa’s handbell club.

Naturally, those achievements 
cannot be obtained easily. Before 
a recital, the members practice 
three times a day: in the morning, 
during lunch, and after school. 
As they must practice very hard, 
it must be tiring.

Mika Kitami,  who is  the 
president of the club, says, 
“When I see the happy faces of 
the audience, I know that our 
efforts were worth it." When Ms. 
Kitami was in elementary school, 
she saw senior students playing 
the handbell during worship and 
she longed to play handbell. Her 
favorite song is ‘The Nutcracker’ 
from the well- known ballet 
production, which was composed 
by Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky. 

Having an Interview with Mr.Tabudlo

Traditional Unique Club in Toyo Eiwa - Handbell
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They are playing handbell as a volunteer.
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This is Snoopy Museum.
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fixed breakfast hours, sleeping 
well, partaking in half body 
bathing, and sleeping with a 
beauty mask on.

Her school life at Toyo Eiwa 
was a precious time, because 
Toyo Eiwa did not only have 
club activities and various school 
events, but the teachers’ kindness 
and warmth. In addition, she 
was able to develop a strong 
relationship among her school 
f r iends .  The  communi ty  a t 
Toyo Eiwa helped Ms. Chitose 
c o n c e n t r a t e  a n d  f o c u s  o n 
passing her Takarazuka entrance 
examination.

ENTERTAINER

In a civilized society, various 
social problems arise as part of 
its development as a country. 
In a modern society, the center 
of people’s life is the Internet. 
YouTube is one of the popular 
social tools among young people. 
A YouTuber is a popular job, 
especially among young people, 
and this was made possible by the 
development of YouTube as a user 
platform. When elementary school 
students were asked about their 
future dreams, many answered 
that they wanted to be YouTubers. 
YouTubing is such a popular 
work and is seen by many as fun. 
However, many elderly people do 
not know so much about YouTube 
and do not have a good impression 
when their children say they want 
to be YouTubers. The elderly and 
many others think that YouTubing 
is no more than playing and 
represents an ephemeral hobby. In 

spite of YouTubing having these 
disadvantages, why is it supported 
by so many people?

Mina Watanabe,  who has 
posted videos on YouTube as 
Megane and whose channel has 
been supported by about 240,000 
people, said as follows:

“There is no job we can do 
more freely than YouTubing. 
However,  v iewed f rom the 
opposite side, we have to do 
everything all by ourselves. It 
can be seen that we’re having fun 
because we are doing what we 
like and generating information. 
However,  on  the  con t ra ry, 
YouTubers are making a lot effort 
and using a great amount of 
labor time. Different people have 
different reasons for becoming 
YouTubers. Some people do it for 
their jobs while other people do 
it to explore a specific interest. 
Students and adults are involved 

in YouTubing.” 
Although the evidence is 

inconclusive, it may be reasonable 
to say that there aren’t many 
people who earn a lot of money 
from YouTubing. YouTubing 
is such creative work that not 
everyone can do it well, but 
everyone is  al lowed to t ry. 
However, YouTubers have to do 
everything by themselves and all 
the work that YouTubers present 

Merits and Demerits in Becoming a YouTuber

Chitose Junya was a student 
of Toyo Eiwa from elementary 
school to high school, and now 
she is in part of Takarazuka 
Revue.

Takarazuka Revue is a famous 
theater company in Japan. All the 
performers in this company are 
women. A woman who acts as 
a man is called Otokoyaku. For 
the first two years, Ms. Chitose 
performed Otokoyaku, but now 
she is acting as a woman, which 
is called Musumeyaku.

Ms. Chitose expressed her 

The Graduate Who Became a Dreamy Fairy

school life in Toyo Eiwa as the 
“Treasure of my Life”. Even 
after graduating, her classmates, 
seniors, juniors and teachers still 
keep in contact with each other.

All the members of Takarazuka 
Revue are ladies, and they have 
to perform as both men and 
women. Ms. Chitose performs as 
a woman character.

Takarazuka Revue's actresses 
prepare not only for songs and 
dance, but also for ad-libbing in 
plays and for talks given between 
the shows. Ms. Chitose studies 

ad- l ib  speech  by  watch ing 
Yoshimoto’s comedies. When she 
needs a rest, she listens to music 
or watches some movies to feel 
relaxed.

Only people who attended 
Takarazuka Music School for two 
years can get into Takarazuka. 
To enter Takarazuka, you must 
be fifteen to eighteen. Only one 
person out of forty can enter this 
school, so they all must pass 
tough exams.

Why did Ms. Chitose chose to 
take such tough exams?

Ms. Chitose has known about 
Takarazuka since she was in 
elementary school. She saw them 
on TV, and she started to admire 
their gorgeousness. Since then, 
she started to make an effort 
toward her dream of becoming 
an actress in Takarazuka. At that 
time, she took Japanese dance 
lessons and also started to learn 
singing and ballet as she became 
a junior high school student.

Since an actress needs to be 
in excellent shape to perform on 
stage, Ms. Chitose takes great 
care of her health. Ms. Chitose is 
extremely disciplined in having 
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Megane (Mina Watanabe) ©Sony Music Entertainment

is rated by viewers. YouTubers, 
by creating something by their 
own merit and then sharing it 
with the world, can take heart 
that they have engaged with the 
modern world in some field that 
is meaningful to them and their 
viewers. 

In conclusion, it can be said 
that YouTubing as an occupation 
is not just play, but a rewarding 
and meaningful job.



Japan  has  become  more 
international as a result of the 
global economy nowadays. More 
recently, Japan is influenced 
by the upcoming event of the 
2020 Tokyo Olympics. As Japan 
becomes more cosmopolitan, 
how are Japanese people going 
to manage this transition? It is 
time to consider the position 
of Japan as a country in the 
globalized world. With the aim 
of investigating the international 
view of Toyo Eiwa students, a 
survey on Toyo Eiwa Junior 3 and 
Senior 2 students was conducted. 
The survey focused on their 
interest in other cultures and their 
feelings about foreign countries.

Figure 1 shows that ninety 
percent of students have visited 
foreign countries in both grades. 
Senior 2 students have more 
experience of foreign countries 
than Junior 3. This is because 
senior students have already 
experienced quite a few study 
abroad programs at Toyo Eiwa, 
which  jun ior  s tudents  wi l l 
experience in subsequent years.

Other opinions were “Japanese 
food”, “etiquette”, “public peace” 
and being “hard-working.” In 
contrast, students who were 
not proud of Japan gave two 
reasons: Japan’s “ foolish past” - 
a reference to Word War II - and 
“self-obsessiveness”.

Figure 3 shows the results 
of the research about which 
countries the students would 
like to be born in if they could 
reborn. Based on the result, first 
place was Japan, followed by 
the US in the second place and 
Russia in the third place. Other 
popular countries were European 
and Nordic nation- states. The 
greatest reason for choosing 
Japan was "safety and peace". 
Other reasons were "food", "the 
standard of living" and "feeling 
comfortable”.  It is no surprise 
that Japan was a popular choice 
because it is the native country 
for most students. The reasons 
why the students chose the US 
were "its national language 
is English" and "uniqueness 
and freedom". The reasons for 
choosing Russia were "culture" 
and "beautiful and handsome 
people". Europe was a choice 
for some respondents because it 
has some positive characteristics, 
including "the look of the town", 
"stylish”, "clean air" and "social 
security system".

Interestingly, compared with 
a similar survey conducted in 
1988 at Tokyo Eiwa, there are 
several differences. The survey 

conducted this time showed an 
increase in those with experience 
abroad, which may reflect the 
increasing globalization of Japan.

In  the  1988 survey,  less 
respondents expressed pride 
in being Japanese than in the 
current survey. Japan in 1988 
faced a significant economic 
downturn, which can be the 
reason for the lower percentage 
in the older survey.

From the research, current 
s tudents  at  Toyo Eiwa may 
have become more aware of 
their Japanese-ness as part of 
their growing internationalism, 
which paradoxically celebrates 
their own culture as much as it 
does other cultures. As a result, 
respondents had a clear sense 
of Japan’s reputation for good 
public safety and hospitality.

An additional feature of the 

research revealed that the first 
country students think of  when 
asked about foreign countries is 
the United States. That shows the 
continuing cultural and political 
influence of the United States on 
Japan.

Japanese youth in the survey 
are caught between valuing 
Japan’s traditions while looking 
outward as global actors on the 
international stage. This is the 
challenge that will be faced by 
the modern generation.

From the survey on Toyo 
Eiwa students, students had an 
opportunity to reconsider their 
view of globalization, and it 
would be wonderful if many 
of the Toyo Eiwa students can 
become influential people in the 
internationalized world.

Looking Outward as Global Actors 
on the International Stage

The survey also includes 
a vote on whether Toyo Eiwa 
students are proud of Japan 
or not. Figure 2 showed that 
the most students answered in 
the affirmative, except for ten 
percent of students, who replied 
negatively. The two biggest 
reasons why the students are 
proud of Japan, according to the 
survey, were “Japanese culture” 
and “the soul of hospitality”. 

Figure 2    Are you proud of being Japanese?

Figure 1
Have you ever been abroad?

Figure 3
Where do you want to be born if you 
had a chance to be born again?
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